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First System Center Semi-Annual Channel release now
available

Posted on February 8, 2018
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Bala Rajagopalan Principal Group Program Manager, System Center

I am excited to announce that System Center, version 1801 is now available. Based on
customer feedback, we are delivering new features and enhancements in this release
including improved Linux monitoring support, more efficient VMware backup, additional
support for Windows Server, and improved user experience and performance.

System Center, version 1801 is the first of our Semi-Annual Channel releases delivering new
capabilities at a faster cadence. Semi-Annual Channel releases have an 18-month support
policy. In addition, we will continue to release in the Long-Term Servicing Channel (LTSC) at
a lower frequency. The LTSC will continue to provide 5 years of mainstream support followed
by 5 more years of extended support.

What's in System Center, version 18017

System Center, version 1801 focuses on enhancements and features for System Center
Operations Manager, Virtual Machine Manager, and Data Protection Manager. Additionally,
security and bug fixes, as well as support for TLS 1.2, are available for all System Center
components including Orchestrator, Service Management Automation, and Service Manager.

| am pleased to share the capabilities included in this release:

e Support for additional Windows Server features in Virtual Machine Manager:
Customers can now setup nested virtualization, software load balancer configuration, and
storage QoS configuration and policy, as well as migrate VMware UEFI VM to Hyper-V VM.
In addition to supporting Windows Server, version 1709, we have added support for host
monitoring, host management, fall back HGS, configuration of encrypted SDN virtual
network, Shielded Linux VMs on Hyper-V management, and backup capabilities.

e Linux monitoring in Operations Manager: Linux monitoring has been significantly
improved with the addition of a customizable FluentD-based Linux agent. Linux log file
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https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/blog/author/balar/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/vm-nested-virtualization
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/sdn-configure-slb-vip
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/qos-storage-clusters
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/vm-convert-vmware
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/sdn-encrypt-networks
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/sdn-encrypt-networks
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-server/virtualization/guarded-fabric-shielded-vm/guarded-fabric-create-a-linux-shielded-vm-template
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/scom/manage-linux-logfiles
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://azure.microsoft.com/blog/first-system-center-semi-annual-channel-release-now-available/
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monitoring is now on par with that of Windows Server (Yes, we heard you! Kick the tires, it
really works).

e Improved web console experience in Operations Manager: The System Center
Operations Manager web console is now built on HTML5 for a better experience and
support across browsers.

e Updates and recommendations for third-party Management Packs: System Center
Operations Manager has been extended to support the discovery and update of third-party
MPs.

o Faster, cost-effective VMware backup: Using our Modern Backup Storage technology in
Data Protection Manager, customers can backup VMware VMs faster and cut storage costs
by up to 50%.

e And much more including Linux Kerberos support and improved Ul responsiveness when
dealing with many management packs in Operations Manager. In Virtual Machine Manager,
we have enabled SLB guest cluster floating IP support, added Storage QoS at VMM cloud,
added Storage QoS extended to SAN storage, enabled Remote to VMs in Enhanced Session
mode, added seamless update of non-domain host agent, and made host Refresher up to
10X faster.

As well as consistent evaluation and license experiences across components.

Customers should consider supplementing System Center with Azure security &
management capabilities for enhanced on-premises management and for the management
of Azure resources. We have included the following updates in System Center, version 1801:

e Service Map integration with Operations Manager: Using the Distributed Application
Diagram function in SCOM, you can automatically see application, server, and network
dependencies deduced from Service Map. This deeper endpoint monitoring from SCOM is
surfaced in the diagram view for better diagnostics workflows.

e Manage Azure ARM VMs and special regions: Using a Virtual Machine Manager add-in, you
can now manage Azure ARM VMs, Azure Active Directory, and more regions (China, US
Government, and Germany).

e Service Manager integration with Azure: Using the Azure ITSM integration with Azure Action
Groups you can set up rules to create incidents automatically in System Center Service
Manager for alerts fired on Azure and non-Azure resources.

Get System Center, version 1801
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https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/scom/manage-overview-html5-webconsole
https://blogs.technet.microsoft.com/momteam/2018/02/06/update-and-recommendation-feature-supports-management-packs-from-scom-management-pack-partners/
https://blogs.technet.microsoft.com/momteam/2018/02/06/update-and-recommendation-feature-supports-management-packs-from-scom-management-pack-partners/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/dpm/back-up-vmware
https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/virtual-machines/secure-well-managed-iaas/
https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/virtual-machines/secure-well-managed-iaas/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/operations-management-suite/operations-management-suite-service-map-scom
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/system-center/vmm/vms-manage-azure-ad-and-region-specific
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/log-analytics/log-analytics-itsmc-overview
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Try System Center, version 1801 today at the Evaluation Center or the Volume Licensing
Service Center
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https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/evalcenter/evaluate-system-center-release
https://www.microsoft.com/licensing/servicecenter/default.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/licensing/servicecenter/default.aspx

